Miracles in Prison

Bible Treasure: 2 Corinthians 1:8-11;
2 Corinthians 11:23-29; Acts 16:25-40

Paul enjoyed traveling and
teaching about God in different
cities and countries. Some days
were long. Paul would get tired
and sad, but he knew that God
was with him. When most people
met Paul, they felt God’s pres-
ence. There was always a feeling
of peace around Paul, and he
performed many miracles.

One time Paul and Silas were
thrown into prison because an
angry mob was not happy with
them teaching the gospel. Some
believers warned them to leave,
but Paul continued preaching
and felt that God was with them.

“Leave our town; you are
bringing trouble here,” shouted
the angry mob. Paul and Silas
were hurt by their actions. Paul
and Silas prayed and worshipped
God even when they were going
through a tough time. It felt
as if they were all alone and
barely hanging on. But God was
working behind the scenes.

While in prison, Paul and Silas
prayed to God and sang hymns
with so much joy. Suddenly
there was a loud boom. It was an
earthquake! Doors flung open all
over the jail, but Paul and Silas
continued praising God. While
they (and the other prisoners)
could have escaped, Paul and
Silas stayed so they could share
the good news with the jailer.
The jailer was amazed to see
Paul and Silas still in their prison
cell singing praise songs. Even
in prison, Paul and Silas are still
happy praising God, | must find
out about this God they worship,
the jailer thought to himself.

The jailer invited Paul and
Silas to his home and gave his

life to Jesus. In the most unlikely
place, God worked a miracle.
God used this experience for
His glory. Paul and Silas were an
example that when it seems as
if there is no hope, God provides
a way. Even in the most unex-
pected places, God gives us joy.
Maybe you have experienced
joy when you are helping others
even when you are having a bad
day. God can give you strength
to get through life and to share
that joy with others, who will
learn about how loving He is.
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IT’S YOUR TURN

e Have you ever gone
through a tough time? Maybe
you didn’t do well on your
test or didn’t get picked to
play on a sports team at
school. How did you react,
and what did you feel?

e Ask your parents how
God helped them through a
tough time.

e How can you help others
experience joy during a
tough day at school? What
are some things you can
do for others to know more
about God?
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